
MINUTES OF THE LLANBEDR DYFFRYN CLWYD COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 2ND SEPTEMBER 2019 IN THE VILLAGE HALL, 
LLANBEDR DYFFRYN CLWYD AT 7.30 P.M. 
 
PRESENT: Councillors Lyn Evans (Chairman), Tim Baker, Nick Smith, Ken Tams, Dave 
Ritchie, Gruff Jones, Bob Barton and the Clerk. 
 
1: APOLOGIES: Councillors Jackie Bird and Rhian Jones. 
 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 
None received. 
 
3. CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS COUNCIL MEETING. 
Members confirmed 1st July 2019 minutes as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES. 
A. Link Magazine – decided to keep funding and distributing September’s edition, but re-
access our options as to how we as a Council can communicate and be better connected with 
our Community. This will be on the agenda when the next Council Open Meeting takes place 
in the autumn. 
B. Electronic Banking – this had not been completed, largely because a previous Councillor 
Mrs Linda Roberts was still on the list of signatures. The Clerk and Chairman were instructed 
to put this in place and add the further signatures of Councillors Tim Baker and Dave Ritchie 
to the present two signatures. 
 
5. CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE. 
A. Williams Homes/Pennaf Housing. 
1. Green Space. 
Site visit 24th July by Councillors Dave Ritchie, Bob Barton, Tim Baker and Lyn Evans. 
Councillors were made aware of what space was available, while Pennaf offered the space to 
the Council for community use at a peppercorn rent subject to agreement being reached. 
2. Richards, Moorhead and Laing. 
Visit by Lyn Evans to enquire about possible uses to which the space can be put to. Their 
specialist urged caution about providing playground facilities from a cost point of view, not 
only capital but maintenance costs. 
Having previously discussed the lack of a children’s play area in the village Councillor Nick 
Smith noted there were now two potential sites at the housing under construction and the site 
allocated for housing/recreation between the churchyard and Lon Cae Glas. Councillor Smith 
noted the experts concerns but pointed out that Llanferres Community Council has provided a 
play area in recent years. The Council asked Councillor Barton to investigate the issues 
involved in providing and maintaining such a facility. 
B. Astroturf. 
Council will write to Mrs Sian Jones thanking her for her tremendous achievement and ask 
her what plans she has for its use and future strategy for the benefit of the School and wider 
community. 
C. Griffin Garage – Lyn Evans will keep pressing to get the clear up finished. 
D. Street Furniture. 
Garage Bus Stop has been refurbished by Mauro Ladrira, roof fascias paintwork and wood 
staining. The refurbishment has been successfully completed. 



Gwyn Williams and Lyn Evans cleared all the hedge debris left by the County Council plus 
cutting the hedge back further and strimming the grass back. The Jones family disposed of 
the hedge cuttings. 
Other Street Furniture – Simon Hughes was given the job of refurbishing these, and has 
promised to complete the refurbishments by the end of September. 
E. Slate Garden – Bamboo Infestation. 
Met Richard Wilkinson who is the contractor tasked with keeping the Old St. Peter’s Church 
tidy on 21st August. In his opinion the plant is now spreading everywhere and the only way to 
control it is to dig it out, involving removing a part of the slate garden and a tarmac path. 
Approached two contractors, Teesons and Edwin Owen, for quotes with Teesons quoting 
£4,628.75 + VAT = £5,554.50 and Edwin Owen quoting £1,400 + VAT £280 = £1,680.00 
but not including the replacement tarmacing to be separately priced. 
F. Development of the Lon Cae Glas field. 
Lyn Evans approached them again Tuesday 27th August to see if they are making any 
progress. They have new advisors and Lyn Evans asked for a commitment for the re-location 
of the A494 pathway onto their field to the Churchyard and for them to pay for its 
construction through the field and across the Churchyard. 
Lyn Evans asked them to pay for the removal of the hedge on the other side of the road to 
improve visibility from Lon Cae Glas and also contacted Mr & Mrs Jones who now own the 
field, to ask for permission to remove the hedge and replace it with suitable fencing who have 
verbally said yes. They hope to start on their own entrance in the next 14 days. 
The reply from Meirion Jones on behalf of the developers is:- 
 “Since our last communication we have been advised by the Denbighshire Planning 
Department to get formal approval for a new access road to our proposed development from 
Welsh Assembly Highways (WAH), prior to us making a planning application. 
We have had numerous consultations with WAH and most design criteria have been met, 
however we have now two options to consider, namely: 
Option 1.   Create a new access road onto the A494 see diagram 1 (attached). 
Option 2.   Use the same access design as in Option 1, joining the A494, then subsequently 
CLOSING LON CAE GLAS as it currently is, and diverting it to our new access road further 
North into our development. See diagram 1. 
Option 2 is the WAH’s preferred option. This option has numerous disadvantages, namely - 
land ownership, complicated civil engineering works, excessive land uptake to mention but a 
few. It is our transport consultant’s view that our new access road and Lon Cae Glas can 
operate perfectly well independently and the new access road would not compromise the 
visibility or safety of Lon Cae Glas as it is currently. 
We would appreciate the Community Council’s opinion on these options, i.e. is there a 
preferred option from the Village’s residents’ point of view? 
Secondly, further to your last communication, we must apologise for not making some aspects of our 
proposals clearer and therefore we would like to submit the following statements: 
We are willing to donate and fund a footpath within our development site from the Churchyard to Lon 
Cae Glas. This would be provided when the access to the development was constructed. n addition to 
the above we are willing to fund the continuation of the footpath, subject to the necessary consents, 
through the Churchyard, to link into existing footpaths thereby linking the two main parts of the 
village in a manner that would be safe and convenient for pedestrians (and, as an additional benefit, 
the Church and pub would become a more important focal point in the Village). 
1: The positioning of any recreational areas within the site can be determined by further 
consultations down the planning process. We are flexible on this issue. 
2: Finally it has been suggested to us that we fund the removal of the hedge, on the inside of 
the bend opposite our proposed site and construct a fence to replace this hedge to improve 
visibility to Lon Cae Glas users.   



Regarding the above, if the Community Council could secure permission from the relevant 
landowner(s) for this to happen and we receive the relevant planning permission for our site 
then we would seriously consider this proposal. 
We hope that we have now made our position clear and look forward to your 
views/comments.” 
Council voted for option 1 in the developer’s proposal as long as they honoured their 
commitment to re-locate the pathway and fund the removal of the hedge opposite. 
G. Old St. Peter’s Church – Lyn Evans met Mr Wilkinson on the 21st August and he is 
willing to develop a plan for further landscaping of the Churchyard to include more regular 
cutting and planting wild flowers.  
Lyn Evans also met with Mr Guy Alford on the 27th August who is asking for the Community 
Council to incorporate their committee as per the email received by Mr Alford as follows:- 
“As chairman of the current Old St. Peter’s Conservation Committee I have had a preliminary 
meeting with Lyn Evans to discuss the possibility of my committee becoming a 
subcommittee of the Community Council. He asked me to send an e-mail to him to confirm 
what was discussed, which I did last Wednesday. I understand that there is already an item on 
the agenda for your next Monday’s meeting to discuss the old Church. Lyn has asked me to 
forward my e-mail (and attached history record) to you for circulation to Council Members so 
this matter can be added for discussion.   
History of the Old St. Peter’s Conservation Committee 
Dec. 2003.  Mr. Cox buys Llanbedr Hall as a potential residential development site. At this 
time the old churchyard was totally overgrown with brambles and nettles. 
May 2004.   Mr. Cox via his agent wrote to the then vicar Huw Butler offering to take over 
(to purchase) the churchyard, to become part of the Hall grounds. He proposed to develop the 
area as a local heritage site and to carry out an archaeological survey. He even proposed to re-
roof the old church. He would allow only permitted and restricted access for the church and 
community.     
This resulted in a massive reaction from the local community, calling on the PCC and the 
Community Council to take action against Cox. Also to clear and tidy up the old churchyard. 
Mr. Cox’s offer was rejected. 
It was agreed that a Committee should be set up to manage the future maintenance of the 
church and graveyard under the chairmanship of Alistair Shufflebotham. The committee to be 
sponsored by the PCC and the Community Council. The other four committee members to be 
made up of representatives from these authorities. It was agreed that both sponsoring 
authorities should each contribute £150 per annum to boost committee funds.   
Meetings were arranged with the relevant officers of Denbighshire County Council and the 
AONB to discuss a “Vision for the Site” which stated that the ecology and archaeology of the 
church and churchyard be enhanced and maintained and that the area become a pleasant place 
for people to visit and enjoy.   
The first formal meeting of the Old St Peter’s Conservation Committee was held on 8th 
December 2005.  
March 2006.  Mr. Cox e-mailed Alastair claiming that he owned the old churchyard, it being 
part of the Llanbedr Hall estate that he had bought. He also stated that we had no rights of 
access to the graveyard, other than via the public footpath 
It has been proven that The Church in Wales owns the churchyard and this has been recorded 
at the Land Registry. The Church in Wales solicitors have confirmed that the footpath is our 
only right of access. 
Over the years, this has been a major problem for our committee, as this has meant that we 
can only carry out works that require access on foot. i.e. no vehicles or heavy materials.   



November 2013. As owners The Church in Wales repointed the west wall of the Church and 
felled a large sycamore tree that was growing out of the church wall in its S.E. corner. They 
gained access by serving Mr. Cox notice under the “Access to Neighbouring Land Act”, 
which can only be used for essential maintenance work.   
Over the years our committee have had plans to carry out some major improvement works in 
the churchyard, but we have been frustrated because the Church in Wales would not serve the 
necessary notices because they did not regard the works as being essential maintenance. 
Feb 2016. Our committee asked both the PCC and the Community Council to write to 
Mr. Cox asking him to give us access to carry out improvement works such as:- to repoint 
and make safe the stone steps, to replace the original metal gates and to erect an information 
board.  Mr. Cox responded by saying he would only deal with the Church in Wales re access 
to the churchyard. 
As a result of this our committee decided that we would restrict our works to keeping the 
churchyard tidy by cutting the grass and other minor works. 
Over the years this work has been carried out by volunteers and the frequency of cutting restricted to 
twice a year. At certain times of the year the churchyard could be a little untidy. 
The number of my volunteers is reducing year by year as we are all getting older. I believe it 
is time to consider getting a contractor to carry out this work, probably to a higher standard 
and more frequently, which would mean that the churchyard could be maintained to an 
environmental standard. This would tie in nicely with Rhian’s Old St. Peter Church 
Community Heritage Project. 
This means that our committee would be looking to our sponsoring authorities for financial 
assistance. I have obtained four competitive quotations to carry out this grass cutting. I have 
been very surprised at the quotes, the lowest being £45 per cut. 
I need to discuss this situation with both the Community Council and the PCC. I understand 
that the PCC has a meeting on Tuesday 30th October so I am hoping that I will receive some 
feedback before your meeting.” 
Lyn Evans also pointed out that the pathway up to the Churchyard is owned by Mr Cox and there is 
only a right of way for its use. 
Members agreed to incorporate the Old St. Peter’s Church Committee as a formal Sub-committee of 
the Community Council. This item is to be finalised at the next Council meeting. 
H. Windfarm Grants – grants are now been made available from the Brenig scheme. Councillor Bob 
Barton and Lyn Evans are looking into getting Llanbedr on the qualifying list. 
 
6: SPEED WATCH UPDATE. 
Councillor Lyn Evans has been out four times with Councillor Dave Ritchie and Jackie 
Holder. There is a problem and we need data to approach Welsh Highways so that they can 
look at putting in traffic calming measures. Councillor Evans made contact with 
Superintendent Neil Anderson of North Wales Police to speed up responses from the Police 
Mentor. 
It was decided to complete:- 
Stage 1 by finalising collecting data by the end of September for submission to Welsh 
Government Highways to install average speed cameras. 
Stage 2 to negotiate speed calming signs. Denbighshire County Council quoted their 30mph 
signs as costing £3,000 plus electrics and fitting.  
Stage 3 is backing up the calming signs with regular random volunteer speed checks to 
maintain awareness. 
 
7. OLD ST. PETER’S CHURCH GRANT APPLICATION. 
Councillor Rhian Jones was unable to attend the meeting. 
 



8. SECTION 106 LETTER UPDATE. 
In reply to the Community Council’s enquiry regarding the Section 106 letter, Denbighshire 
County Council replied as follows:- 
“Open Space Commuted Sums get paid to the council throughout the year, we tend to open 
for applications once a year in the autumn although this isn’t set in stone. When the funds are 
open for application we advertise it online here where we also announce how much is 
available in which areas: 
https://www.denbighshire.gov.uk/en/resident/community-and-living/commuted-sums.aspx   
It is also circulated on our social media accounts, to all County Councillors, Town City & 
Community Councils and via DVSCs mailing list, therefore you should receive notification 
when we are open for applications and will be able to check if the fund for Llanbedr is 
available yet.” 
 
9. LLANBEDR SHOW REVAMP PROPOSAL. 
Councillor Tim Baker provided the following report on the Llanbedr Show:- 
“Llanbedr Show - the Future 
1. The Llanbedr show has not taken place this year because the committee shrunk to an un-
workable size and no replacements came forward, despite two appeals in the Link magazine. 
2. The show in any shape or form cannot take place without major commitment from the 
community, thus we fully support the idea of an open meeting in October when we can 
personally appeal to community members. 
3. The current members of the committee are of the opinion that the format of the show is 
outdated, and want new and fresh ideas, particularly of interest to young people in our 
community. We are holding a brainstorm session later this month so we can present some 
fresh ideas to the village. 
4. We really want to be thinking “out of the box” with this and at this stage are open to 
anything. We’ve discussed a range of ideas, from a community play to a mini food festival. 
our three touchstones are: a) The organising format (committee) are capable, committed and 
have the time to make the event happen, b) the event celebrates the skills and talents within 
our community and  c) the event encourages cohesion and collaboration within our 
community. 
A PROPOSAL 
We are proposing that the Event Committee become a sub-Committee of the Community 
Council so that held moneys are more formally accounted for, and that the weight of the 
Council is behind our ventures, both formally and financially.” 
Members agreed for the Show Committee to become a formal sub-committee, with 
participation from the members of the public. They will come back to next month’s meeting 
with proposals of what direction they want to take. 
 
10. CHRISTMAS LIGHTS EVENT UPDATE. 
Councillor Gruff Jones has obtained a one off Liqueur Licence from Denbighshire County 
Council. Chairman has arranged with the Church for Alison Goldstein to replace the 
departing Reverend Philip Chew for their part in the celebrations. 
 
11. DENBIGHSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL CHARTER. 
Councillor Bob Barton outlined the Charter’s requirement for both Community and County 
Councillors to build a beneficial working relationship between the two Councils. Members 
decided to write to our County Councillor Huw Williams to request him keep us in contact 
with Denbighshire County Council developments.  
 



12. COMMUNITY COUNCIL OPEN MEETING. 
Councillor Tim Baker outlined his proposal to stage a Community Open Meeting in the 
Village Hall, to get feedback what our community want to happen in the Llanbedr Council 
Ward. 
 
13. FINANCE. 
A. Bank balances:- 
1. Nat West Current Account £20,977.89. 
2. Nat West Saver Account £9,340.87. 
B. Second 2019/2020 precept receipt £5,000.00. 
C. Authorised bill payments:- 
1. Denbighshire County Council for the A494 bus shelter work £180.00. 
2. Clerk’s salary for the quarter ending 30th September 2019 £440.00. 
3. HM Revenue & Customs, PAYE for the quarter ending 30th September 2019 £110.00. 
4. Brenda Jones for June 2019 minutes translation £40.00. 
5. Brenda Jones for July 2019 minutes translation £47.00. 
6. Mauro Iadeira, A494 bus shelter repairs £320.00. 
7. Lyn Evans, Chairman’s expenses £34.48. 
8. Gruff Jones, Denbighshire County Council Bar Licence (Christmas Lights Event) £21.00. 
9. One Voice Wales, Delegate Fee (Councillor Bob Barton) for the Annual Meeting and 
Conference on 5th October 2019 £100.00 (75% contribution to be reclaimed from Llandegla, 
Llanfair Dyffryn Clwyd and Llanferres Community Councils). 
 
14. PLANNING APPLICATIONS. 
A. Application: 16/2019/0481 - Alterations and extensions to dwelling to provide additional 
living accommodation in roof space (amended at 2 Tunnel Bungalow, Llanbedr Dyffryn 
Clwyd. 
B.  Application: 16/2019/0409 – Demolition of existing outbuildings, erection of a new 
outbuilding and creation of additional parking (Listed Building Application) at Maenor Plas 
Isaf, Llanbedr Dyffryn Clwyd.  
C. Application: 16/2019/0700 - Conversion of outbuilding to form holiday let 
accommodation unit and associated works on outbuildings at Wernog, Llanbedr Dyffryn 
Clwyd. 
Following the report of Councillor Nick Smith, members raised no objections to the three 
planning applications. 
 
15. CORRESPONDENCE. 
A. The developer of the land adjoining the Old Rectory in Llanbedr Dyffryn Clwyd has 
applied to Denbighshire County Council to street name the development “Maes Fammau”. 
Following research from Councillor Tim Baker, the correct name should be “Maes Famau”. 
B. Lucy Green, Green Flag Co-ordinator, confirmed the Llanbedr Dyffryn Clwyd 
Community Garden has won another award in 2019. Councillor Bob Barton thanked 
everyone who assisted in making the Community Garden a success again this year. The 
Chairman thanked Councillor Barton for this hard work.  
16. DENBIGHSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL ISSUES. 
No written contact has been provided this month. 
 
 
 



17. URGENT BUSINESS UNDER SECTION 100B(4) OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
ACT 1972. 
A. Councillor Ken Tams informed members that local residents have concerns regarding the 
overgrown footpath leading up to the Old St. Peter’s Church. 
B. Councillor Bob Barton reported that he will arrange the Council’s “Place Plans” Sub-
committee prior to the next monthly meeting of the Council. 
 
18. NEXT COUNCIL MEETING – Monday 7th October 2019 in the Village Hall, Llanbedr 
Dyffryn Clwyd at 7.30 p.m. 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 


